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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, February 11, 2022, at 11 a.m.

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JACKY
ROSEN, a Senator from the State of Ne-
vada.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, the center of our
hope, open our hearts to Your move-
ment in our midst.

As we trust Your prevailing provi-
dence, and cling to Your promises, pro-
vide us wisdom and spiritual discern-
ment to see You at work.

Lord, save our lawmakers from being
intimidated by today’s challenges as
You protect them by guiding their
steps.

Clothe our Senators with the honor
of integrity. Shield them with Your
truth. And guide them with Your
power. Give them a hunger for Your
Word and a desire to apply Your knowl-
edge in their daily walk, pleasing You
by living with humility, honesty, and
joy.

We pray
Amen.

in Your precious Name.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2022

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, February 10, 2022.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JACKY ROSEN, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nevada, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Ms. ROSEN thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

FORCED ARBITRATION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, it
has been a busy, productive, and truly
bipartisan week here in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

After days of fruitful cooperation
from both sides, the Senate is now a
few moments away from approving one
of the most significant changes to em-
ployment law in years, eliminating for
good the awful practice of forcing vic-
tims of sexual harassment and assault
into arbitration.

An hour from now, we will be able to
say this: The House has acted; the Sen-
ate has acted; and we are sending bi-
partisan forced arbitration reform to
the President’s desk. It is a momentous
reform bill and one that is painfully
overdue.

For decades, arbitration clauses have
been routinely tucked into the fine
print of employment contracts. Today,
they impact about 60 million Ameri-
cans. And many people may not even
realize such clauses affect them, until
it is too late.

All of us have heard the searing testi-
monies of those who have faced harass-
ment or abuse at work, only to dis-
cover their jobs offered precious little
in accountability.

Countless careers have been derailed
or undone. Worse still, countless lives
have been forever damaged. And for
decades, workplace practices, like
mandatory arbitration, have perpet-
uated cultures of abuse and
unaccountability.

We can’t ignore a basic reality of
these clauses. They deprive victims of
sexual harassment and assault of their
basic rights by mandating they seek
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